MISSION 2:
Earth's Hidden Figures

FUTURE OF HUMANITY

Our planet has circled the sun for almost 4.544
billion years! In this time our Earth has been home
to millions of different species of plants and
animals - little & large!
For the Earth, to become a safe and supportive
environment, human behaviour requires immediate
change.
To us, supporting social justice is integral to
creating an environment on Earth which we are proud
to live in and to be borrowed by the next generation;
for we do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors,
we borrow it from our children.

The Petit Pli Team created this comic for
LittleHumans, to highlight the importance and
significance of the Black Lives Matter movement. We
hope our comic helps to nurture LittleHumans' innate
curiosity and inspires them to never stop asking
about Earth's hidden figures.

Earth 2020
Hey RJ, what is
happening on Earth?

People are protesting
all over the world
for change.

What’s a protest?

...It's when
people come
together and use
their voice to
express and
communicate
disagreement and
ideas to create
change.

Oh! So it's a little like when my
sibling & I team up when we think
something isn't right?

Hey RJ, what
do the people
on Earth want
to change?
What are they
protesting
for?

Exactly! It's a
lot like that!

I'm so glad you asked! It's a really important cause.
Unfortunately, people on Earth are treated unfairly.
Earth's humans are tired of the many injustices Black
people on Earth experience...
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I don't want Black people's
lives on Earth to be in danger.
It's really good that Earth's
humans are coming together to say
the lives of Black people matter
and are valued.
Yes! That's why the
movement is called
Black Lives Matter.
This is
marching
and are
Black

why people all over Earth are
peacefully, creating petitions
asking for new laws to ensure
people are treated fairly.

I would love to help!
How can I support the
movement?
There are lots of ways to
help. Protesting, marching
and through learning.
Learning? I
love learning!

YAY! I love
learning too! I
think it's best I
show you. Are you
ready for another
adventure?

YES!

On our adventure, I am going to
show you how Black scientists,
engineers and inventors changed
the world.
I would love you to
share this with me. I
didn't learn about
many Black figures of
history in school!
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We’re here!

Neil
Armstrong

Have you heard of
Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin?

Buzz
Aldrin

Cool! But,
why are we on
the moon?
For your
first lesson.

But do you
know who
helped get
them up here?

Mary Jackson :
Mathematician &
Aerospace Engineer.

Dorothy Vaughan
Mathematician

Katherine
Johnson

Yes! They are
astronauts
who walked on
the moon!

Katherine worked
with a group
of female
mathematicians,
when people
didn't think
girls could do
maths.
Wow! So, it
was a huge
team effort
to get to
space!

Katherine Johnson
Katherine was an incredible
mathematician who worked for NASA.
Katherine calculated how rockets
can get to the moon from Earth.
Katherine was so good at maths,
people called her a human computer.

And...
Of course girls
can do maths! My
sister is good at
Maths. And my Mum.

Wait, are
there humans in
computers?
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Haha, no! But lots of
people: engineers,
physicists and
mathematicians had to
come together to
create computers that
can tell us how to
get from your house
to my house or from
the moon to Earth.
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Hey RJ, while we’re on
the moon I think it’s
a good time to ask,
are there Black
astronauts?
Yes! Have you
heard of...

Mae Jemison
Mae is an engineer and a doctor. In 1992
she became the first Black woman to travel
into space.
Mae travelled to space to understand how
the human body behaved without gravity.
Gravity is what keeps humans feet on Earth.
Mae spent a total 8 days in space studying
floating astronauts.

Speaking of
floating, I
have something
to show you!

Hey RJ, what’s
that floaty thing
in the sky?

I am so glad you asked! The floaty
object' is called a satellite.
Satellites circle the Earth,
receiving signals from people all
over the world and then send them
back to Earth.

That sounds complicated, but
I think I understand. Do
phones connect to
satellites?
Yes! Did you know
computers can too? Through
these connections,
satellites allow humans to
understand where they are
standing exactly on Earth.
Is that called GPS?
Yes! GPS stands for Global
Positioning System. Do you
know you helped create GPS?

In the Space ship
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Gladys West
Gladys was an incredible Data
Scientist. Gladys understood how the
Earth moved in space, and could even
predict it! Without her, we wouldn't
know where to place satellites safely.
Gladys began her career as a mathematician in the US
Navy and then returned to university to study how
planets move in space. By studying Neptune and Pluto,
Gladys was able to understand Planet Earth's shape
and how it spun.

1,200 miles from home Earth Traffic light

That’s so cool!
Does this mean
without Gladys, our
phones wouldn’t be
able to tell us
where to go?

Yes Viggo, correct! Or
this space ship. Our
space ship's GPS is
telling us we are 20
minutes away from your
home. Let's hope there is
no traffic!

Hey RJ! Thanks for
sharing all this with
me, I really
appreciate it.

Viggo, I am so happy
you enjoy learning
and asking questions!
But, our adventure
isn't over.
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Viggo, do you know who
invented the three
light traffic light?

Exactly! The amber
light was invented to
warn drivers to brake
or prepare to GOOO!

No! But I know they
were invented to
reduce rocket and
car crashes...

It was created
by the inventor:

Garrett Morgan
Garrett was an American inventor. He
began his career fixing and building
sewing machines.
Garrett invented lots of things
throughout his life. He patented a sewing
machine, a product which straightens hair
and a respiratory device. His respiratory
device design inspired the design of gas
masks used during WW1.
Garrett created the 'three light' traffic
signal in 1923 - almost 100 years ago!

ALMOST

Viggo, of course you can! I
believe you can do anything you
put your mind and heart to.

Woah, that's a long time ago! It's so
cool that Garrett's invention is still
in use today and saving lots of lives!
RJ, do you think I can change the
world like Garrett, Gladys, Mae,
Katherine, Dorothy or Mary?

Thanks! The world is very big and
complicated, do you know how I can
start changing the world?
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Back on earth

Yes! It's very easy...never stop
asking questions! Questions help
us to learn, improve and evolve
to become better, more
understanding and kinder.

Hey Viggo, it's time for me to go!
Will I see you on our next
adventure?

Yes, I can't wait.
Until then I will ask
as many questions as I
can, and ask my
friends to do the
same!

Why?
Exactly! You
have got the
hang of it!

Earth 2020

What is
racism?

What is prejudice?

Is the media bad?

How can we change?

What is racial bias?

Have you heard about
Gladys West?

What is
anti-racism?

How can people
be so mean?

What do you mean by
representation?
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We hope you & your LittleHuman enjoyed RJ & Viggo’s
adventure through space!
There are lots of great resources available to help
humans Little and Tall maintain their curiosities about
humanity’s history and keep up to date with the Black
Lives Matter movement.
We have linked our favorites below:
Black Lives Matter
The Conscious Kid
The Black Curriculum
Embrace Race

And if you and your LittleHuman would like to learn
you Katherine
and your LittleHuman
like Mary
to learn
more If
about
Johnson, Maewould
Jemison,
Jackson,
more about
Katherine
& Mae
Jemison
we we
have
Dorothy
Vaughan,
GladysJohnson
West and
Garret
Morgan
have
more
more extensive
extensive biographies
biographies in
in our
our blog,
blog, on
on
petitpli.com

